Name:_________________________________
Dialogue Activity

Part 1: Hearing Dialogue

Directions: In a group of three or four, choose one of the following conversation starters. While two people talk, the third and fourth person should be writing down everything that the other two are saying so you get a written recording of the conversation. Once 2 minutes are up, the people switch so that each person takes a turn talking and takes a turn copying dialogue. 

· What are you scared of? Why?
· If you had a million dollars, what would you do?
· If you could teleport by blinking your eyes, where would you go right now?
· How about those_______________(insert sports team)_____________?
· Do you think it is okay to lie? Why or why not?


Write your transcript here: 















Part 2: Noticing patterns in speech
1) Did you notice any general patterns for each of the people who were speaking? Did either person have any phrases, words, patterns that they used often? Explain your answer. 





2) [bookmark: _GoBack]Watch the Buffy clip. Do you notice any phrases or patterns that are often used? How would you describe the language that is used in this clip? http://www.hulu.com/watch/88#i0,p0,d0 (starting at 20:04)




a. How are the VOICES different between the characters? (especially the adults and the students)






3) Watch the Lord of the Rings clip. Do you notice any phrases or patterns that are often used? How would you describe the language that is used in this clip? http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrOqnZdvI6M 


a.  How are the VOICES different between characters? 



b. How are the voices different here from the Buffy clip?


c. If you were to take this clip and put it into a scene from Buffy, what would you change?



Part three: Practice

Your assignment is to write a one page scene consisting primarily of dialogue (put on a separate sheet of paper). Make sure to incorporate dialogue that is appropriate to the situation, as well as differentiates the characters from each other. 


Prompt: You have been taken hostage by two people. They have blindfolded you and tied you to a chair, so you cannot see anything. However, the two people who have taken you hostage have a conversation with each other about you, their situation, their motivations, etc. Write the scene for this conversation. 

Things to consider: 
1) Why have these two people taken you hostage? 
2) Do they want anything from you? If so, what is it?
3) How are you going to make all three voices (including your own) sound different from each other? 
