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Symbolism and Theme—Hangings and Soup
Consider how this passage is written: 

“‘In the name of Himmler…prisoner Number…stole during the alert…According to the law…paragraph…prisoner Number…is condemned to death. May this be a warning and example to all prisoners.’”

· Why do you think Wiesel wrote the passage this way? 

List all of the details you can for each of the two hangings on pages 61-65 (blue) 45-48 (purple). 
	First Hanging
	Second Hanging
	Faith/God

	
	
	


Follow up questions: 
· Why might he think the soup tastes like corpses in the second scene? 

· Why might he think the soup tastes better than ever (or excellent) with the first scene? 

Connect to Author’s purpose: 

· Why might he want to use SOUP to discuss his feelings at all? What does soup/food mean to him and the rest of the inmates? 
· Explain the situation with Akiba Drumer. What happened with him? Why do you think Wiesel included his story in his memoir? 

· Consider this passage: 

“We promised him. In three days’ time, when we saw the smoke rising from the chimney, we would think of him. Ten of us would gather together and hold a special service. All his friends would say Kaddish…These were terrible days. We received more blows than food; we were crushed with work. And three days after he had gone, we forgot to say Kaddish.” 

What tone do you think the author has in this passage? How do you think he feels about their actions in relation to Akiba? How do you know? 

· Consider this passage:

“Don’t let yourself be fooled with illusions. Hitler has made it very clear that he will annihilate all the Jews before the clock strikes twelve, before they can hear the last strike…I’ve got more faith in Hitler than in anyone else. He’s the only one who’s kept his promises, all his promises to the Jewish people.” 

What does this scene reveal about the mindset of the people at this time? 

What is the speaker alluding to with the last line of this passage? 

· For the first time since they entered the ghetto, Eliezer and his father are given an opportunity to choose what happens to them. What is that situation?

· Why do you think this opportunity is included? Also, why do you think the author includes the note about what he learned after he survived his ordeal? 
