2006—Essay #1—Robert Penn Warren’s “Evening Hawk”

Sample Essays

Sample R

Paris, Egypt, Rome these are some scenes that one would think are beautiful and breath-taking.  In “evening Hawk” by Robert Penn Warren we encounter a scene of excitement and wonder.  Through the use imagery, diction, and tone we are able to understand and illustrate the situation.

Warren relies heavily on imagery to illustrate the scene at hand.  He uses imagery to emphasize on how the hawk moves and describes what he is doing “climbing the last light.”  Through imagery we can take the situation Warren has painted and understand the scene.  We are no longer bystanders, but are actually brought into the scene and feel the excitement, the thrill.  The hawk rides the light with immensity as if to reach heaven or some greater force.  Creating a thrilling mood that keeps wanting to see more.


Warren uses diction to create a thrilling mood that completely surrounds the scene.  The hawk seems to be thriving for some attention or a greater force like heaven.  The “light” seems to be what the hawk is “riding,” “climbing,” and “dipping.”  Through these words we get a sense that the hawk perhaps represents a universal ambition to reach that “light” at our hour of darkness when it comes down on us.


Furthermore, through a tone of excitement and perhaps curiosity Warren adds to the mood of the scene.  The fact that the hawk is reaching for that light alludes to the gates of Heaven that so many wish to enter once they pass the other side.  The metaphors help to create the tone and emphasize on reaching the light of immense wisdom.

Score:__________/9
Sample BBB

The “Evening Hawk” by Robert Warren describes a hawk and its descent and ascent from the sky.  Warren uses language to describe the scene and convey the mood and meaning.  “Dipping” and “shadow” describe the mysterious and hidden traits of the evening hawk.  The hawk is not of little stature.  The hawk is wise but not thought of much.  The mood is a dark mysterious message to the ignorance of the world.

Score:__________/9

Sample T

Robert Penn Warren’s poem “Evening Hawk” is a clarification of life, a sad lament about the slow decay of society.  Despite the many lessons that Time and history provide the world has never learned its error.  Just as “the hawk comes” at “the last tumultuous avalanche of / Light” so too is the world living in its last moments of light before it “swings / Into shadow”.


The hawk flying in the evening sky is a symbol of the dark times to come.  A hawk is a fearsome creature, and its approach is something most other creatures dread.  The timing of the hawk’s arrival gives a foreboding sense of the darkness to come, as it is evening.  The juxapostion of both the hawk and the evening convey an ominous message about some horror that has yet to come.  Indeed, with the arrival of the hawk comes “The crashless fall of stalks of time”, stalks “heavy with the gold of our error”.  The errors are plentiful and the light is slowly leaving.  Indeed, as the hawk “is climbing the last light” “the world . . . swings / Into shadow”.

The problem that faces the world is that the errors have never been corrected.  No one has bothered to learn from the mistakes in Time.  The glorious light of civilization is slowly being replaced by a shadow of ignorance.  The wisdom of the past is slowly being lost to future generations.  Thus the sun is soon setting on the world and the world falls into another dark age.


Yet the speaker does have a bit of hope.  A hope that despite the gloom fate that awaits the world that all is not lost.  The last stanza provides that hope that we just might hear “history / Drip in darkness like a leaking pipe in the cellar”.  Perhaps that sound may be heard and heeded.  Indeed the “star” with its “immense” “wisdom” is steady and does shine, even in the darkest of nights. 


The speaker’s description of an evening hawk serves as a harbinger of what is to come.  Although the hawk and the setting sun provide ominous signs of what is coming for the world, hope remains that one day we might “think”.

Score:__________/9

Sample P

Writers often express their views of society through comparison with seemingly different ideas.  Such parallelism helps readers better grasp authors’ intent in a literary piece.  In the poem “Evening Hawk,” author Robert Penn Warren uses powerful imagery and highly connotative diction to contrast the wisdom of nature with the sin of mankind.


The piece opens with very strong visual imagery, “wings dipping through” (1) the evening sky’s “black angularity of shadow” (3).  The alliteration of “guttural gorge” (5) emphasizes the scene by forcing readers to slow down as they read the line.


This very dark, heavy imagery serves as a sharp and ironic contrast with the introduction of “time” (9) as “heavy with the gold of our error” (10).  The “unforgiven” (13) world is ominously presented as coming to “drip in darkness like a leaking pipe in the cellar” (21).  Through this striking visual imagery, the speaker presents his prediction for the human race.


Connotative language also significantly contributes to the strength and meaning of the poem.  The wing of the hawk metaphorically “scythes” (7) the evening sky, a “honed steel-edge” (8).  This implies power and precision.  The natural world symbolized by the hawk, “knows neither time nor error” (12) and is “unforgiving” (13): nature is above “our error” (10).


At the same time, the poem’s diction evokes a very ominous sense of an imminent doom of the human world.  As the hawk is “unforgiving” (13), so does “the world, unforgiven, [swing] / into shadow” (13-14).  Nature is presented as “ancient . . . immense” (17), “steady” (18), wise.  Human “history (20) is meanwhile doomed in evil to “grind” (20) wretchedly in “shadow” (14) and “darkness” (21).


Authors frequently use extended metaphor to more clearly convey their ideas and views.  Robert Penn Warren in “Evening Hawk” uses imagery to express his prediction for the fate for the human race through its contrast with the steadfastness of nature.

Score:__________/9

Sample GGGG

It is often said that poetry is a clarification of life.  In his highly visual and somber poem “Even Hawk,” Robert Penn Warren uses the twilight flight of a hawk as a metaphor for the “scyth[ing] down of another day” and describes the “unforgiving” passage of time.  Although the poem’s title alludes to the haw, the central idea is the slow but steady passage of time, aided by the speaker’s vivid descriptions and extended metaphors.




“Evening Hawk” opens as the speaker artfully sets up the flight of the hawk from dying “plane of light to light.”  The entire stanza is one periodic sentence, which not only builds tension but also contributes to the idea of time’s slow but steady passage.  The hawk’s “honed steel edge” motion is described as “scythe[ing],” connoting images of sharpness, and his flight causes the “crashless fall of stalks of time.”  The hawk, like the day, “knows neither time nor error” and simply goes on about its business.  Other objects associated with flight such as a “thrush”, a “bat” and a “star” are also related to time and its passage.  The poem ends with two images that best support the poem’s message of time’s passing—the rotation of the earth and history dripping like a “leaking pipe.”

Much of the poem’s mood is conveyed through the speaker’s choice of adjective to describe the scene and his loud imagery.  The last light of the setting sun, for instance, is described as a “tumultuous avalanche,” lending a somber feel to the poem.  The connotations associated with “scythes” and “steel edge” lead readers to feel a conclusive and definitive end to the day.  The hawk’s eye is described as “unforgiving” much like the passage of time who waits for no one.  The diction contributes greatly to the mood of the poem and establishes the serious tone from “Evening Hawk’s” very first and ominous stanza.


The adjectives and imagery which convey the poem’s mood also contributes to “Evening Hawk’s” extended metaphor for the passage of time—the central message of the poem.  A hawk is an animal; it experiences no emotions and so, in the poem, does not know that its flight is causing the “crashless fall of the stalks of time.”  Like time itself, the hawk simply passes of its own accord.  The bat is also stated as having “ancient. . . and immense” wisdom while the speaker alludes to the sagacious Plato while describing a star.  The poem leads to describing the earth on its axis and metaphorically equating history to the steady leaking of water.  All of the poem’s metaphors (the major literary device) implore readers to ponder the indiscriminate and slow and steady passage of time.

Robert Penn Warren’s “Evening Hawk” provides readers with a clarification of the passage of time in life; it is as precise as a scythe, as regular as the passing of each day, as unconcerned with human interest as a hawk and as steady as a leaking faucet.  “Evening Hawk” effectively uses somber diction and metaphors to describe the inevitable and steady passage of time.
Score:__________/9

Sample BBB

“The head of each stalk is heavy with the gold of our error.”  This quote from Robert Penn Warren’s poem, “Evening Hawk,” is an example of how the poet uses language to describe the scene and convey mood.  By creating an image for the reader, Warren illustrates for us the meaning and message of his work.


Warren uses colorful language to paint a picture for the scene he wishes the reader to envision.  The scene takes place in the evening, as one can see from the image of the sunset and the “black angularity of shadow.”  Warren describes a scene in a heavily wooded area, saying the hawk travels from “plane of light to plane. . . above pines,” giving the reader an image of dappled, faded evening sun between the trees.  The world “swings into shadow” as the hawk approaches, making him seem like the bringer of each evening and darkness, his wings slicing through the daylight and destroying it.

Warren also uses language to convey a particular mood in this poem.  He uses words such as “tumultuous avalanche” and guttural gorge” to give the hawk’s arrival a sense of foreboding.  He calls the motion of the hawk’s wings “that of the honest steel-edge,” and says his wings “scythes down another day.”  This conveys a mood of power coming form the hawk, as if he has the ability to make the daylight come and go as he pleases.  The underlying meaning of the poem is one of taking the time to notice the error of our ways, and to be observant of all that is around us.  The way the hawk sees everything and takes his time, never wishing or making mistakes.  Each of his motions is thought out and deliberate, and humans could learn from his actions.

Score:__________/9

Sample L

In the Evening Hawk, Robert Penn Warren makes extensive use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism to describe a foreboding scene that calls attention to the passage of time.  He uses simile and the symbol of the Evening Hawk to convey a scene in which he suggests that man is being judged.


Warren calls attention to the slow, grim passage of time with simile, suggesting that “history [drips] into darkness like a leaking pipe in the cellar.”  Were there “no wind,” he says, we might be able to hear this terrible dripping away of time—this foreboding reminder of our own mortality, and imminent death.  To complete this scene in which man is held in awe and fear at forces almost beyond his comprehension, he writes of a “steady” star, which “like Plato” rises great and almost impenetrably complex above the scene.  Like the theories of a philosopher to the laymen, the forces behind the inevitable passage of time are incomprehensible to the mortal man.  Warren’s use of simile emphasizes the terrible passage of time that becomes apparent during the visit of the evening hawk.

Warren effects this same foreboding mood with his use of the hawk as a symbol of these greater powers of time and death over which man has no control.  The Evening Hawk is a figure almost divine—it knows “neither Time—nor err—and seems to hold power over the “unforgiven” world of men which it surveys with it’s “unforgiving” eye.  The hawk has come to swing the earth “into shadow,” bringing down the passage of time (and with time, death) upon man as repayment for his “error.”


Warren sets the speaker of the poem in a foreboding scene that reminds him of the terrible and inevitable passage of time, and the great powers that govern it.  He uses the Evening Hawk as a symbol of death and of these greater powers to do so.  His use of simile also facilitates the communication of this foreboding mood.

Score:__________/9

Sample NNN

The diction of Robert Warren’s Evening Hawk provides a description of a scene and presents mood and meaning.  We see the end of a day at the start of dusk.  The phrase “last tumultuous avalanche of light” creates the image of receding light as the sun sets.  Light is swiftly crossing the landscape.  The picture causes the reader to feel the world winding won, relaxing, as the day ends.  Then, the world is completely night when it “swings into shadow.”  After this the tone slows down.  We encounter words such as “long” and “steady” rather than before we find “tumultuous”, “avalanche,” and “crash(less)”.  This constant, slow and steady mood helps for understanding meaning.  The day and activity seems to have died but the earth keeps going and time travels on. Even though “The last thrush is still”, we “hear the earth grind on its axis” and “history drip in darkness like a leaking pipe.”

Score:__________/9

Sample WWW

The author of this poem starts with the phrase “from plane of light to plane”, the “plane of light” creates an image of a mysterious and glorious realm filled with golden light, from where the hawk flies to another plane, which makes the Evening Hawk godlike.  From line 3 to line 5, we get the image of the Evening Hawk gliding “riding” the peak’s shadow and the “last tumultuous avalanche of light”, over the vast forests and rivers below.  This image makes us feel the hawk’s unnatural grace and superiority over everything else.

Next, we learn about his wing, which “Scythes down another day, his motion Is that of the honed steel-edge,” this makes the Evening Hawk not only graceful, but also very agile.


In line 11, as the hawk is “climbing the last light”, we are reminded of the word “sunset” in line 2, and now we see the hawk flying into the setting sun.  And as it leaves us, its eye is “unforgiving” and our world is “unforgiven”, which creates a sense of the Evening Hawk’s importance and the worthlessness of everything else in the world.


The hawk has gone, and now the “last bat” flies through the still night.  The stars move steadily over the mountains as they always have, and the night is so still and lifeless it’s as if we could hear the “earth grind on its axis.”  This image the last two stanzas created sharpely contrasts that of the rest of the poem, as the glorious hawk glide through the light-filled air in the sunset.


The phrases “The crashless fall of stalks of Time,” in line 9, “Who knows neither Time nor error” in line 12, concluded by “history drip in darkness like a leaking pipe in the cellar” emphasizes the Evening Hawk’s divinity, immortality, and timelessness.

Sample LLL

In “Evening Hawk,” Robert Penn Warren primarily considers the passage of time—it is the major theme.  Warren’s study of time takes the form of a detailed metaphorical description, and each of the stanzas contributes to a general feeling of despair at the ceaseless, powerful progress of time, and the inability of people to do anything about it, despite their constant awareness of its effect.


The poem begins just before sunset, and in the first stanza Warren take the time to describe, affectionately, the things created by light:  “geometries and orchids that the sunset builds.”  This tactical choice creates a contrast with the devastating imagery of the rest of the poem.  When the Hawk, representing the destructive effect of time, comes into view from behind the mountain, the language becomes much darker, harder, and more frightening:  “Out of the peak’s black angularity of shadow, riding the last tumultuous avalanche of light above pines and the guttural gorge, the hawk comes.”  The had consonance of “peaks black” and the similarly hard Germanic sounds of the rest of the poem lead to a mood that might best be described as oppressive.


The second stanza employs language reminiscent of war and destruction, and though the metaphor is technically more in the vein of farming, the effect of the diction is not lessened—and that the stalks merely lie there unharvested,  “heavy with the gold of our error” contributes to the effect more.  Warren’s choice to give the tenth line its own stanza is effective in further emphasizing the result.


In making time into a hawk with the use of metaphor, Warren is able to more effectively personify it—describing is eyes and motivation as one would commonly refer to an uncaring, cold, and perhaps even ruthless individual:  it knows neither “time nor error,” and its eye is “unforgiving” as it swings the world into shadow.  This further builds the mood of the poem:  that time is terrifying. 


The language used in the final stanza is generally irritating—instead of turning the earth “grinds” on its axis, and Warren makes history a “leaking pipe in the cellar,” giving the reader a sense that it is always there, just in the back of our minds, eating away at us.


Warren’s linguistic choices in the poem are the major way he brings out the mood and meaning.  Employing different tactics in every stanza, his use of stylistic devices ranging from personification to the constant useof metaphor all rely on his choices in terms of language.

Sample DD

Robert Penn Warren uses his experience of watching a hawk as evening turns to night to convey both the beauty of undisturbed nature and the steady passing of time.  He uses imagery and metaphors to accomplish this conveyance, as well as diction to create the mood.


Warren offers nature as a constant.  It is beautiful and perfect, a judge of humanity.  He uses the metaphor of a hawk as a scythe and time as corn to show that each day humans create chaos and bring ruin to the things they touch.  Nature’s beauty is expressed in the first stanza, the light of the sunset creating perfect shadows as the hawk soars in and out of view.  The hawk leaves the shadow of a mountain and joins the sunset, bringing an end to the day.  Human mistakes are cut down with its end, only to grow on another stalk tomorrow.  And because humans cannot repent of their misdeeds, the sunset is described as unforgiving. 


At this point, the poem switches to a description of night.  This shows that even Warren’s work is not immune to the natural passing of time.  A description of a bat emphasizes what was already laid out.  Nature is constant, the bat’s wisdom ancient and extensive.  Even in the dark of night however, time marches on, and Warren suggests that it would be possible to hear the earth turn or history being made if not for the wind.  He again emphasizes his point with a metaphor, using a dripping pipe to demonstrate the steadiness of time.


The diction in this poem is used to create mood.  Warren uses words like another and each to show the days all find the same result, and last to convey the message that the change for change and fixing the problem is nearly gone to routine.  He uses unforgiving and unforgiven to impress that the world, judged by nature and found unworthy of sympathy passes into shadow, the constant error of humanity.


This poem employs the hawk in sunset and the turning to night to make known the importance of solving human problems, so that we do not hear the earth grind, but help it to turn.
Sample FF


Most significant writers prefer thier readers to read between the lines to captivate the meaning.  Robert Penn Warren uses a hawk to describe the sun setting and darkness coming.  Along with giving an image of a hawk, he uses literary devices such as personification, metaphors, and similes.  He capitaves a mood of sorrow and relief throughout the poem.



The significance of the literary devices is to give the meaning of the earth as actions.  In “riding the last tumultuous avalanche” he uses personification to capture the image of the sun setting and the last glimpses of light are being cast over the earth.  It is the first sign that darkness is coming.  In the quote of “his wing scythes down another day” the author states it as the hawk’s wing takes down another day, but the meaning behind it is the sun is really taking down another day.  Warren uses these kind of “schemes” throughout his poem.


With the line “Whose eye, unforgiving, the world, unforgiven, swings into shadow” Warren uses abrupt phrases seperated by commas to express an emotion of guilt and sorrow.


There is an importance to the last two stanzas of the poem.  They give the climax and an hint at what the meaning of the poem is.  The poem describes that in the dark with no wind you’ve able to hear the earth grind on the axis gives the mood of fullfillment.


Putting together all the authors techniques he comes up with an delightful and meaning poem between an hawk and the sun setting and another day comes.
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