Participial Phrase Practice 

Directions: Using at least one participial phrase, combine the following sentences into one. 

1. First set
· 
· The cycle hit something.
· It hit a stretch.
· The stretch was ice.
· It happened as it rounded the bend. 
· It slid sideways. 
· Then it was tottering. 
· Then it was veering.
· It was veering toward the shoulder. 
· 
Your combined sentence: 	
	
	
2. Second set
· 
· A pile of new debris was doing something. 
· It cluttered up the driveway.
· The tenants were gazing at the disgrace.
· They watched with heavy hearts. 

Your combined sentence: 	
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Directions: Using at least one participial phrase, combine the following sentences into one. 

3. Third set
· 
· Something had been done to the upholstered pieces.
· Something had been done to the expensive, polished tables.
· They had been moved into the huge dining room. 
· They were covered with endless painter’s cloths. 
· This was done so that they would be protected. 
· The protection was from the splatterings of paint. 

Your combined sentence: 	
	
	

4. Fourth set
· 
· The meeting had been like something. 
· The meeting continued.
· The meeting had been like a marathon among meetings. 
· The leader deliberated about his strategy. 
· He was stalling after his last remarks from the representative. 
· The representative was the only one with whom he had planned something. 
· What they had planned were so many emergency ploys focusing upon every conceivable tactic. 
· The tactic was for the suppression of the opposition. 

Your combined sentence: 	
	
	

Directions: Using at least one participial phrase, combine the following sentences into one. 

3. Third set
· 
· Something had been done to the upholstered pieces.
· Something had been done to the expensive, polished tables.
· They had been moved into the huge dining room. 
· They were covered with endless painter’s cloths. 
· This was done so that they would be protected. 
· The protection was from the splatterings of paint. 

Your combined sentence: 	
	
	

4. Fourth set
· 
· The meeting had been like something. 
· The meeting continued.
· The meeting had been like a marathon among meetings. 
· The leader deliberated about his strategy. 
· He was stalling after his last remarks from the representative. 
· The representative was the only one with whom he had planned something. 
· What they had planned were so many emergency ploys focusing upon every conceivable tactic. 
· The tactic was for the suppression of the opposition. 

Your combined sentence: 	
	
	


Directions: At the slash mark, add a participial phrase. The first few words are provided and the number of words omitted from the original is noted in brackets after the slash mark. Approximate that number. 


5. With the core of the reel showing, his heart feeling stopped with excitement, leaning / [10], Nick thumbed the real hard with his left hand. –Ernest Hemingway, “Big Two-Hearted River” 
* Note: for this sentence, add in a participle that starts with the word “leaning” and has TEN words in it. 	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your expansion: 	
	
	

6. Mrs. Carpenter was putting sun-tan oil on Sybil’s shoulders, spreading/ [10]. ---J.D. Salinger, Nine Stories.
Your expansion: 	
	
	

7. Soon the men began to gather, surveying / [3], speaking / [7]. 
Your expansions: 	
	
	

8. The Carpathia ship’s passagengers pitched in gallantly to help the survivors of the Titantic, providing / [2], lending /[1] sewing / [13]. 
Your expansions: 	
	
	
	
	
